2007 East Coast Championships

The 2007 East Coast Championships HO scale slot car races were held February 9th & 10th in Suffield, CT at Dan DeCosmo’s Taj MaHO raceway.  Super Stock class ran Friday night and 17 racers battled it out on the 4lane 21st Century extended Clubman layout. When the dust settled Bruce Beaulieu edged out track owner Dan DeCosmo by sections for yet another ECC win.  G-Jet class was on tap 1st on Saturday morning and Dan DeCosmo looked like the racer to beat as he was ultra quick in practice and TQ’d into the main with a very strong qualifying heat. For the 2nd race in a row Dan would place 2nd as he floundered on the red lane and John Pileggi turned up the wick garnering a very convincing victory. John Stezelecki placed 3rd with a solid run followed closely by Tom Kanan of NY and the Bob Ferrara the 1st amateur across the finish line.  Polymod class ran next and Dan went 3 for 3 at being the “bridesmaid”. This time Clayton St Clair of Florida took the win with a near flawless run in his 1st ECC event. Tom Clark also from the sunshine state in his 1st ECC placed 3rd with a very respectable run. Part time Floridian Bruce Beaulieu rounded out the main battling some car troubles throughout the main. Benny Leyro just missed his 1st ECC Polymod main in a Bruce Beaulieu loaner car. Modified was up next on the 6 lane Bucktrack and all six drivers were in the hunt until segment 4 of the main. Tom Kanan had built a good lead and was out of the gutters and looking like he would get his 1st ECC win. Unfortunately shoe problems with the car in segment 5 ended his bid for the win. The other 5 racers were all within a few laps of one another and each racer took a turn at the point. It was anyone’s race right up until the end when John Pileggi climbed from 6th place in the 4th segment to the win just sections ahead of Bruce Beaulieu who had an ailing car at the end and could not hold John off. Scott Terry of Michigan placed 3rd followed Clayton St Clair and Craig Reynolds both from Florida. Tom Kanan never gave up on his car and worked on it feverishly in an attempt to solve his shoe problem. Unlimited class rounded out the race weekend and once again Scott Terry schooled the field with yet another Unlimited victory. Rob Hayes had a strong run and took 2nd place just 1 lap ahead of Jonathan “110% at all times” Feliciano. Joel Pennington had a good race and placed 4th. Tom Gray, Dan DeCosmo and Harvey Goodwin all had some car issues and took 5th, 6th and 7th.

The 2008 ECC’s are most likely going to be held on a 5 day Cruise leaving from Miami on Jan 6, 2008. Details are being worked on and should be completed soon. Keep an eye on www.gofastest.com/marc for more details as they become available. To be one of the 1st to get the complete details for this event please email dancoz@aol.com and you will get the race flyer as soon as the event is finalized. Please feel free to email with any questions also at the same email address.   

